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Order of Service 
Bro. Michael McClendon, Presiding 

 
Processional ..………………. “Every Praise”…………………. Total Praise 
                                                   Northside Church of Christ, Jacksonville, FL 
 
Invocation …………………………….  Bro. Alvin Daniels, Senior Minister 

Hope Church of Christ, Miami Gardens, FL 
 
Old Testament Reading – Psalms 23.………………. Bro. Furman Jackson 
 
New Testament Reading – John 14:1-6 .… Bro. Wesley T. Leonard, Senior Minister 

 Southside Church of Christ, Orlando FL         
 
Remarks…………………………………………... Bro Al Jackson, Minister 

Northside Church of Christ, Jacksonville, FL 
 
Song ……………………… “Be Still”…..………………………... Revelation 

Southside Church of Christ, Orlando, FL 
 
Remarks ..………………………….. Bro William Stephens, Senior Minister 

Southside Church of Christ, Durham NC 
 
Resolutions and Acknowledgements ...………………………Tracy Oliver 
 
Reading of the Obituary ...………………………………… Karen Christon 
 
Song ...…………………. “Made A Way”...…………………….. Total Praise 
                                                   Northside Church of Christ, Jacksonville, FL 
 
On Behalf of the Family …………………………..……............ Mila White 
 
As a Neighbor ..…...…………………………………………… Tina Blount 
 
As a Friend ..…………………………………………………... Karen Swain 
 
As a Musical Friend ..……………………………………... Frank Cleveland 
 
Poem …..…………………………………………………………Tisha Rock 
 
Song ..………………….“We Shared Jesus”….………………….  (Recording) 
 
Special Sister and Friend .……………………..Patricia McClendon Brown 
 
Special Words of Comfort……………. Bro. Xerxes Snell, Senior Minister 

Ninth Ave Church of Christ, Winter Garden FL 
 
Video Presentation 
 
Song….…...…...................... “Stirred Up”.……………………………… ASAP 

Southside Church of Christ, Durham, NC 
 
Eulogy ...………………………… Bro. Charlie McClendon, Senior Minister 

Northside Church of Christ, Jacksonville, FL 
 
Recessional….………………………………………………….. Total Praise 
 

Brothers of Northside Church of Christ 

Sisters of Northside Church of Christ 

God Set Me Free  

Don't grieve too long for now I'm free  
I’ve followed the path God set for me  

I ran to him when I heard him call  
I closed my eyes and left it all.  

 
I could not stay another day  

To laugh, to love, to cry or play  
Things left undone must stay that way  

I found such peace, I could not stay another day.  
 

My parting has left you with a void 
 Please fill it with remembered joy 

 A friendship shared, your laugh, a kiss  
Oh yes, these things I know you’ll miss. 

  
Be not burdened with ties of sorrow  
I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow  

My life's been full, you’ve given so much  
Your time, your love and gentle touch.  

 
Perhaps my time seemed all to brief  

Don't lengthen it now with undue grief  
Lift up your head and share with me  
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From My Heart to Yours 

I entered this world on Tuesday, June 28, 1960 born to parents,    
Bettye Johnson and Vurnell Ollison. At the age of 12, I was adopted 
by my grandparents, William and Bessie “Momma” Chatman.  I was 
a blessed child growing up, never lacking for anything I needed. 
Momma didn’t play back in the day.  She ran a tight and strict   
household of which in my adult years I look back on with fondness 
and appreciation.  
 
With pride, I graduated a Viking from William M. Raines High 
School in 1978.  I was awarded a scholarship in Music from       
Southwestern Christian College in Terrell, Texas and graduated in 
1980. It was at Southwestern where my love for singing really began 
to flourish, and I began to gain understanding of the vastness and 
love of the brotherhood as we traveled to congregations across the 
country singing and raising funds for the college and were  welcomed 
in many homes of Christians. It was also at this unique treasure I was 
blessed with very special and lasting friendships that remained   
tightly woven together throughout the years. 
 
God blessed me with three beautiful sisters in the persons of Kimberly, 
Lanita, and Sharon who are beautiful women in their own rights. 
Through the years, our lives have had many twists and turns, but 
through it all we remained constant. I am thankful to have had the   
opportunity to watch them develop as I treasured sharing in their    
celebrations and accomplishments and for them being with me on my 
journey in life. 
 
As you know, I never married nor bore any children, but the Lord 
blessed me abundantly with many children, nieces, nephews,      
brothers, sisters, aunts, uncles, mothers, and fathers in the Lord. I am 
a testimony that God does all things well and gives us just what we 
need and when we need it. I praise Him for giving me an abundance 
of love through the love of many. 
 
To my aunt and uncle, Clarence and Judy Cross.  There are no words 
to adequately express how grateful I am for the sacrifice and love  
extended to me. Thank you for your willingness to take on the task of 
caring for me and my affairs and holding it down for the family.  
Bless them Lord. 
 

 

 

To my friend, Pat Brown: Thank you for being my momma, protector, 
chauffeur, confidant, sister, tear wiper, coordinator, and support to my 
family.  Only God could have provided such a rich blessing. 
 
To the entire family of God, the brotherhood of the Church of Christ: 
Thank you for your prayers, visits, calls, thoughts, and financial        
contributions. On behalf of my family, I say thank you because we could 
not have made it without you and those to whom you reached out to on 
my behalf. 
 
To Brother Charlie McClendon, my father in the gospel and my 
Northside family: We ran this race in the Lord together for over 46 
years. Where did the time go?! I PRAISE and SHOUT unto the Lord 
for planting me in this portion of his vineyard that meet on the 
Northside of Jacksonville.  Over the years, we toiled and sweated      
together. Oh, the storms we endured! The tears we shed! The prayers 
we prayed! Fellowships we shared! The lessons we learned! I can truly 
say, We Shared Jesus! 
 
I would be the first to say, God did a wonderful work in my life. Where 
I ended up in Him, I had not always been. I stumbled countless times 
along the way. My illness was the toughest thing I ever had to endure, 
but through God it served and blessed me well. Through All My Trials 
I grew in my relationship with the Father and cared less about the 
things of this world. I grew in the knowledge of the Word and          
increased my time spent with Him in prayer. Whomever would accept 
an invitation, I invited them to service. I sought to use my affliction to 
bless others through the scriptures I read, studied, and prayed over on       
Facebook. I grew to depend on Him like never before and nothing     
became more important to me than Heaven, and for that I say, “Thank 
you God!” Just know, when I departed this life I was still holding on 
to His hand. 
 
Finally, I encourage all who read these words to not weep for me, for it 
is all good when you die in the Lord. I encourage you to Hold on,    
Everything Is Going to Be Alright because God Will Provide. Just 
as he did for me, He will give you hope when you are laden down in   
sorrow, however dark the night. 
 
Gone on before me are my parents/grandparents, William and Bessie 
Chatman; father, Vurnell Ollison; grandparents, Charlie and Bertha 
White; and aunt and uncle, Ernestine and Hardy McAlphine. 
 
Those whom I love and leave behind to remember and cherish our time 
together: my mother, Bettye Johnson; sisters, Kimberly Baker (Jerry), 
Lanita Walker (Eric), Sharon Priester, and Bunny Ollison; brothers, 
Duane Priester, Keith Ollison, Cory Ollison, and Damon Ollison; aunt, 
Judy Cross (Clarence); cousins, Tonya McAlphine, Terry Partee, Tony 
McDonald, Jason Cross, and Bettye Williams; goddaughters, Frannie 
Florence, Tisha Rock, Martina Blount, Genesis Rhynett Archer, and 
Tekoa Rhynett Bell; best friends, Pamela Gordon and Patricia    
McClendon Brown; brothers/friends, Ronald Brown, Eric Bell, Andrew 
Daniels, and Deweyne Robinson; Primary Care Physician and friend,   
Dr. Anil George; nieces, nephews, and a host of other family members, 
friends, and the Northside Church of Christ family. I’m going home, I’ll 
see you soon.  Love,         

   ~Betsy Rhynett Chatman~ 


