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If You Could See Me Now 
If you could see me now, you wouldn’t shed a tear. Though 
you may not understand why I’m no longer here. Remember my 
spirit, that’s the real me. I’m still very much alive, oh, if you 
could only see! I’ve beheld our Father’s face. I’ve touched my 
Savior’s hand. The angels all rejoiced as I entered the Promised 
Land. Beyond the gates of pearl, I walk on golden streets. I’ve 
touched the walls of jasper, dipped my foot in the crystal sea. 
The beauty is beyond words, nothing can compare. I’ve even 
seen your mansion; someday I will meet you there. Allow  
Jesus to be your guide, His word will show you the way. So, 
please, don’t cry! We will meet again someday! 
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Order of Service 
   Rev. Christopher Johnson, Presiding 

 
 

Processional ……….…………“Oh I Want To See Him” 
 
Scripture ..………..…….….. Bishop Antonio Richardson  
           Old Testament 
           New Testament   
     
Prayer …………...……….. Bishop Antonio Richardson 
                                                                                                                   
Selection ……………...………... Phillip R. Cousin Choir 
    
Acknowledgements ………………….……. Lisa Dewitt
                        
Obituary ………………………….…...…...……... (Poem) 
                 Lisa Dewitt 
        
Selection ……… Phillip R. Cousin A.M.E. Male Chorus 
 
Remarks …….…………………….. (Two Minutes Please) 
                               Children/Granddaughter 
 
Selection ……………………..………… Charles Hollins 
 
Words of Comfort …….………… Rev. Roger Williams 
 
Recessional  
 
 

Interment 
Jacksonville National Cemetery 

4083 Lannie Road 
Jacksonville, Florida 32218 
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10:00 AM, Friday, November 1, 2019 

Phillip R. Cousin A.M.E. Church 
2601 Orange Picker Road 

Jacksonville, Florida 32223 

Rev. Roger L. D. Williams, Officiating 
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November 21, 1944 
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October 24, 2019 

of Life 
A Celebration  



The Life of A Wonderful  
Man 

Lionel Hampton Lawrence  
 

Lionel was born on November 21, 1944 in Jacksonville 

Florida to Alberta Willis Lawrence, Newport News, VA 
and the late Joe Lee Lawrence. Lionel graduated from 
Lincoln High School in Gainesville, Florida and joined the 
Air Force for four years, he then became a Naval Reservist. After 
serving in the military, Lionel became employed with 
United Parcel Service (UPS). During that time he 
continued his education and attended Essex County College 
where he received an Associate of Science Degree in Music. 
He worked faithfully for the United Parcel Service for 31 
years, and how about this interesting fact…… Lionel 
received an award from MACK inducting him into the 
Million Mile Club, where upon retirement not only did he 
drive equivalent to 40 times around the world, but also without 
any accidents or absences. He was also in the top ten 
seniority drivers for the state of NJ.  
 

After retiring from UPS, Lionel moved to Jacksonville 
Florida with the intentions of laying back and relaxing, 
which as we all know, didn’t last long. Less than a year 
later he became restless and was ready for a new challenge. 
He embarked on his new career as a Nuclear Lab Technician 
for the Cardinal Health System, and remained employed for 
almost 20 years until the time of his passing.  
 

Lionel was a faithful member for numerous churches 

throughout his career as a minister of music, with his most 
current membership at the Phillip R. Cousins AME Church until 
his sunset. He was a gifted musician as a singer with a distinctive 
and smooth baritone voice and multiinstrumentalist. Another 
interesting fact; he was the name sake of the famous jazz 
legend Lionel Hampton who was very close friends with 
his dad, Joe Lee Lawrence.  
 

 

Lionel was also a Shriner and Mason at St. Johns Lodge 

Chapter 43 East Orange, New Jersey. Lionel will always 
be remembered as an even-tempered, “smooth” consistently 
kind very humble and thoughtful gentleman. He was well 
respected by many. He was the “Classic” man. He was about 
peace, and never the author of confusion. He had a unique 
way of diffusing a situation without saying much. He was 
short with words, but long with patience. He was not a 
talker, but was a great communicator. He loved and 
supported all of his children equally. Though many miles 
away throughout their lives, he was always close, faithful 
and the perfect role model. He taught his children to love 
the Lord, and trust in God.  
 

Lionel departed this life on Thursday, October 24, 2019 

at Saint Vincent Medical Center Southside. He was preceded in 
death by his father, Joe Lee Lawrence; brother, Joe Lee 
Lawrence Williams Sr. (Sarge); and great-grandson, Jalil 
Wilson.  
 

Lionel leaves to cherish loving memories: four children, 

Sharon Dozier (Doral) (Townsend, GA), Theresa-Sheree Jelks 
(Maplewood, NJ), Lionel Damon Lawrence (San Diego, CA), 
and Barry Lawrence (Newark NJ); five grandchildren, Jennifer 
DeWitt, Lionel Peoples, Gregory Lawrence, Sidney 
Anderson and Daiylin Lawrence; six great-grandchildren, 
Jaylen DeWitt, Trinyah Vereen ,Trinity Vereen, Trystin 
Vereen, Jair Peoples and Laiyah Peoples; and a host of 
other relatives and friends. 

 

Cherishing Loving  Memories 


