
Cordell Ronald Strommen, was born 
November 6, 1977 in Dickinson, ND, the son of 
Ronald K. Strommen and Sandra (Lutz) Strommen.  
As a young boy, he grew up on the family farm 5 miles 
west of New England.  He attended New England 
High School graduating in 1996.  While in school 
he enjoyed playing basketball and baseball.  Cordell 
attended school at Dickinson State and later worked 
for Regent Grain.  He later moved to Bismarck to 
study Power Process Technology at Bismarck State 
College.  He worked for Shell in California for several 
years returning to Bismarck to work for Tesoro’s 
Mandan Refinery.  Cordell made Dickinson his home 
where he was a Process Specialist at the Marathon 
Oil Dickinson Refinery. Cordell enjoyed traveling, 
especially with his brother, Curtis.  Golfing with his 
brother, Chris, in golf league was another pastime that 
brought enjoyment for him. Cordell was very fond of 
his nieces and nephews.  He cherished his time with 
them and never missed a game or activity they were 
involved in.  Being a Godfather for Hunter, Dylan 
and Izy was important to him. He loved dogs and 
“secretly” cats, and was always willing to care for 
his family’s pets when needed. Cordell’s nickname 
was “Shark,” given to him by Grandpa Strommen, 
who shared the same mischievous smirk as Cordell.   
Cordell enjoyed being with his friends, both far and 
near. Phone calls were always welcome with his 
phrase of “watcha doing”. It was never his words, 
but his “Smirk” that was enough to tell you that he 
was happy and having a good time. For those who 
knew Cordell knew he was an honest and trustworthy 
friend, that truly cared about those closest to him.  
Always willing to lend a helping hand when asked.
Cordell is survived by his mother, Sandi Strommen 
of Dickinson; siblings, Sheila Strommen of Colorado, 
Shelley (Jim) Hansen of Broadus, MT, Shari (Troy ) 
Wolf of New England, Janelle (Jonathan) Erickson 
of Bismarck, Christopher (Laurie) Strommen of 
Dickinson, Curtis Strommen of Dickinson, Dana (Dan) 
Glasser, of Dickinson; nieces and nephews, Kayden 
Vanthilt, Holden Vanthilt, Brenna Hansen, Brooke 
Hansen, Madison Hansen, Nicholas Wolf, Autumn 
Wolf, Hunter Wolf, Logan Wolf, Chelsea (Jonathon) 
Dinius, Jacob (Chantel Kleinsasser) Erickson, Isaac 
Erickson, Wyatt Erickson, Reygan Strommen, Lincoln 
Strommen, Hannah Strommen, Izabel Strommen, Ellie 
Strommen, Damon Glasser, Dylan Cordell Glasser, and 
Drew Glasser; three great- nephews, Connor, Nathen 
and Granger; and Special Uncle Bobby Strommen. 
He is preceded in death by his father, Ronald; 
grandparents, Garfield and Harriett Strommen, Ralph 
and Hazel Lutz. Cordell loved his beloved dog Tabby.  
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The Broken Chain

We didn’t know that morning

God was going to call your name...

In life we loved you dearly,

In death we do the same.

It broke our hearts to lose you,

you did not go alone;

for part of us went with you

the day God called you home.

You left us beautiful memories,

your love is still our guide;

and though we can not see you,

you are always by our side.

Our family chain is broken,

and nothing seems the same;

but as God calls us one by one,

the chain will link again.


