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Order of Service

Dr. John H. Corbitt, Presiding
Prelude
IS (5011 rrreritorrrar oo Goin’ Up Yonder............ Springtield Baptist Church Choir
Scripture Readings:
Old Testament................... Reverend Terry A. King

New Testament.....Bishop Samuel Zimmerman, Jr.
Prayer. ... e e e e e e e ns Minister Hester Scott

N 70 (o TN I Won't Complain ...........ceeuueeeeeenannnn.... Ms. Sherry Caldwell

Memories (Please limit to three minutes.)
The Honorable Glenn Reese, SC State Senator, District 11
The Honorable Karl B Allen, SC State Senator, District 7
The Honorable Leola Robinson-Simpson, SC State Representative, District 25
The Honorable Lillian B Flemming, Greenville City Council

Recitation......oevveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeinn, The Dash.......uuueeeeeeeeieneaeanannn.. Nikki Anderson

Memories (Please mit to three minutes.)
Deacon Eugene Harrison, Friend
Mr. Ray Martin, Friend
Deacon Darrel Thomas, Friend and Deacon
Dr. E. D. Lawson, Friend
Reverend Sean Dogan, Friend



Sele ettt If I Can Help Somebody............ Springtield Baptist Church Choir

Memories (Please limit to three minutes.)
Brittany Lorena Anderson, Granddaughter
Jean Goodlow, Cousin

Solo.......... 1 Can't Even Walk Without You Holding My Hand......... Deacon Deothus Jeter
Prayer. oo Christian Foggie, Great-Grandson
Words of COmEOrT. e uuiiiiciiieeciieeecieeeetee et rre e e rae e Dr. O.T. Hill
Beaverdam Baptist Church
CloSING Prayer......uuiiiiieciieiecceeeecectee et earee e Dr. John H. Corbitt
Recessional.......cueeieieiieiiiinniiiiieeceeccee e Springfield Baptist Church Choir
Interment
Military Rites

Committal/Prayer/Benediction

New Prospect Missionary Baptist Church Cemetery
619 Greenville Drive
Willhamston, SC 29607



Mr. Ralph Anderson, Sr.

A ILife Well-Lived in Service

Mr. Ralph Anderson, Sr., was born November 2, 1927, to the late Anme Mae
Mattison Anderson and Johnny Anderson of Anderson County, South Carolina. He was
the youngest of two children. His sister, Mrs. Johnnye Mae Anderson Robmson,
preceded him n death. On Saturday, November 30, 2019, he left his earthly home and

received his wings of eternal rest.

Ralph grew up on 9 Calvary Street in the West End Commumnity of Greenville. He
attended Sterling High School and after graduating from there, enrolled n Allen
University in Columbia, South Carolina. After receving his Bachelor’s Degree from Allen,
he jomed the U.S. Army as a non-commussioned officer whose duties mcluded Troop
Information and Education. He served first at Fort Jackson, South Carolina, and later at
several bases in Germany during the Korean War.

In the years following his return from Germany, he met the love of his life,
Geraldme Lews, whom he married. Their union was blessed with three children - Ralph,
Jr., (deceased), Valerie, and Joel. Ralph was a loving father who took great pride to mstll
morals, manners, and an unwavermg work ethic in his children. His personal work ethic
was evident m his own work history which started as a mail carmer in Greenwille. After 16
years as mail carrier, Ralph climbed the ranks within the United States Postal Service
(USPS) to become a Specialist with the Equal Employment Opportumty Commussion n
1969. He was responsible for processing cases m Upstate South Carolina and m parts of
Georgia. He further chmbed the ranks when he made a signmificant and lasting mark on the
employment landscape n South Carolina as the first African American postmaster n

Upstate South Carolma m 1973.

He held that groundbreaking position for a decade and after retiring m 1983, he
remamed influentially mvolved with the postal service through his tenure on Promotion
Review Boards and Postmaster Selection Boards. Additionally, upon retirement from
the USPS, it was his intention to pursue his passion in public service 1 a more
active capacity as a public servant in local and state government .



Right away, n 1983, he won the first of his two terms as City Councilman m
Greenville. From there, he sought and won election n 1991 to the South Carolina House
of Representatives, where he served for five years. His service to the commumnity took
another step upward when he won election in 1997 to become the State Senator represent-
mng District 7 n Greenville. Winning State Senator of District 7 was especially noteworthy
because 1t marked the first ime that a Democratic candidate defeated an mcumbent
Republican candidate in District 7. Ralph held that seat for 10 years and used his political
mnfluence and membership on numerous Greenville-based boards and commussions to
help his constituents and the citizens of Greenville find employment, acquire social services,
and other requested assistance.

In all of Ralph’s political offices, he was known for being open to 1deas other than
his own. He was a soft-spoken, quiet, confident man who often worked to buld bridges
rather than walls among legislators. One of the best ways he expressed concern for his
fellow men and women was gaiming bi-partisan support for passage of a major bill that
required hospitals to collect and report vital information about rates of nfectious diseases at
ther facihties. The passage of this bill earned him the Southern Health Association’s
Legislator of the Year Award.

Ralph’s life of service also earned him walls full of other awards and expressions of
gratitude, ncluding the Whitney Young Humamnitarian Award, an “A+” rating from the
South Carolina Education Association for his exceptional support of education throughout
the state, the Omega Ps1 Phi Fratermity Citizen of the Year Award, and the W.F. Gibson
Freedom Fighter Award.

There 1s so much more that could be said about the many public and private ways
that Ralph assisted others and to express full appreciation for the fact that the hfe of the
Honorable Ralph Anderson, Sr. was indeed “a hife well-lived n service.”

Left to chensh his precious memories are his wife, Geraldine; a daughter, Valerie
Anderson of Greenville, SC; a son, Joel (Darlene) Anderson of Greenville, SC; a daughter-
in-aw, Diane Anderson of Greenville; ten grandchildren Nikki Anderson, Toni (Tony)
James, Joy Anderson, Ralph Anderson, III, Johnny Anderson, Brittany Anderson, Jovan
Anderson, J,J. Anderson, Justn Anderson, and Jay Anderson; 16 great-grandchildren, and
a host of other relatives and friends.



SENIOR

RALPH HENDERSON
“All mankind loves a lover”
Football 1943-44; Basketball
1943-44; Band 1941-44; Dra-
matic Club 1941-44; Sports
iEditor “Pinta’”./and“Torchiss
1944-45.
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However, Smith said he may
oppose Anderson again for the
District 23 seat in an upcoming

election.

Anderson, a retired
ter, said he -m remain a City
Council candidate as he makes
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Ralph Anderson thanks his wppomu during a

victory celebration Tuesday night

sought two seats simultaneously,

He said he plans to speak to
Mayor Bill Workman on Wednes-
day about when an ollctlnn
should be held to fill the District 3
City Councﬂ lul But, Anderson
sald, he expects 1o remain a can.
didate for the seat in the May 21
city election.

Being re-elected to a third

m

E

election will allow volers in the
district find a suit-
able City Council undidute for
the seat, Anderson said.

Anderson said he also plans to
concentrate on forging
relationships with members of
the Greenville Legislative Dele-
gation and on tackling education,
health care an i

District 23
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Flower Attendants
Springfield Baptist Church Deaconesses
Zeta Phn Beta Sorority
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