
Remembering General  Crooks
Major General Frank C. Crooks 96 years old, formerly of Jefferson City, Missouri and 

most recently of Palm Beach Gardens, Florida passed away peacefully on September 20, 2020. 
He was born August 20, 1924 in St. Joseph, Missouri and attended public schools 

there. On March 15, 1947 in University City, Missouri, he was married to Jean A. Ronsick 
of University City. 

He was a graduate of St. Joseph Junior College, attended the University of Missouri 
and received a BA degree from Columbia College. He was also a graduate of the Industrial 
College of the Armed Forces, the Air University Command and Staff College as well as 
numerous other service schools. After retiring from the military in 1984, he was employed 
as Military Assistant to the Adjutant General of Missouri and retired in 1990.

General Crooks was drafted into the Army Air Corps during World War II and served 
almost 40 years in the USAF and Air National Guard, obtaining the rank of Brigadier 
General. Upon retirement in 1984, due to an exemplary career in both the enlisted and 
officer ranks, he was advanced by executive order on the Missouri National Guard 
retired list to the grade of Major General. To date he is the only Air National Guard 
officer to have received this honor. He served in the European Theatre during World 
War II, flying 60 combat missions in the B-26 Marauder aircraft as a top turret gunner/
engineer. He was recalled to active duty during the Korean Conflict in 1951 and again 
during the Berlin Crisis in 1961 and served both tours of duty overseas. He participated 
in 5 major campaigns during World War II. 

During his long career, he was awarded many Federal and State service ribbons and 
medals including the USAF Distinguished Service Medal, 14 Air Medals and the French 
Croix de Guerre with Palme. In 2011, the President of France appointed him a “Chevalier” 
of the French Legion of Honor for his service during World War II, the highest award 
bestowed by the French government for service in that country. He was a 32nd degree 
Scottish Rite Mason for over 50 years, a member of the Air Force Association, Military 
Officers Association of America, National Guard Association of the United States, Air 
Force Gunners Association, Phi Gamma Delta Fraternity, American Legion, and the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars.

In recent years, General Crooks was very proud to have donated the physical 
properties of his military career to the Museum of Missouri Military History where they 
are on display. As a member of The Greatest Generation, he was a true and humble 
patriot. He was deeply moved and grateful for inclusion in the Central Missouri Honor 
Flight excursion to Washington, D.C. which he felt was one of the most meaningful 
experiences of his life.

In addition to both high and unique achievement during his military career, General 
Crooks was a devoted, caring and loving husband, father, and grandfather. He will be 
missed by all who knew and loved him.

General Crooks is survived by: his daughters, Barbara Crooks of Palm Beach 
Gardens, Florida and Cathie Stein (husband, Jeffrey) of New Canaan, Connecticut: two 
grandsons, Alex Stein of Queens, New York and Sam Stein (wife, Madelyn) of Coconut 
Grove, Florida.

He was preceded in death by his wife of 68 years Jean Crooks and his son, Robert 
Crooks.

Celebration of  L ife
11:00 a.m. Saturday, October 24, 2020

Freeman Chapel
Jefferson City, Missouri

The Reverend Chad Horton

Opening Remarks ............................................................Chad Horton
Eulogy ...................................................................................Cathie Stein
Eulogy ............................................................................ Barbara Crooks
Special Music ............................................................The Lord’s Prayer.
Eulogy ....................................................................................... Sam Stein
Eulogy ....................................................................................... Alex Stein
Reading ...................................................................................23rd Psalm
Closing Prayer...............................................................Veteran’s Prayer
Video Tribute
Gun Salute
Taps
Benediction



   A  V e t e r a n ’s  P r ay e r

Dear Lord
 

We honor our veterans, worthy men and women 
who gave their best when they were called upon 

to serve and protect their country.  
We pray that you bless them for their unselfish service 

in the continual struggle to preserve our freedom, 
our safety and our country’s heritage.

Bless them abundantly for the hardships they faced, 
for the sacrifices they made and for the contributions 

they made to securing victories over 
tyranny and oppression.

 
In God’s name we pray.

Amen

I n  A p p r e c i at i on
All of General Crook’s family want to express their sincere appreciation 
for the many comforting thoughts and prayers, floral tributes, food, 
and acts of kindness extended to each of them during this time.

Major General Frank C. Crooks
August 20 ,  1924 -  September 20 ,  2020


