
In Appreciation
All of Tom’s family want to express their sincere appreciation 

for the many comforting thoughts and prayers, floral tributes, food, 
and acts of kindness extended to each of them during this time.

Thomas R. Peak
1 9 5 1  -  2 0 2 0



Celebration of Life Service 
12 :00 p.m. Saturday, July 18, 2020

Freeman Chapel
Deacon Ed Stroesser 

Order of Service
Gathering Hymn ................................... “Down to the River to Pray”
Greeting
Invitation to Prayer
Opening Prayer
Scripture Reading ......................................................... John 11: 17-27
Reflections .........................................Michael Shuster, Caleb Bryson,

Brenda Haugen, John Peak
Prayers of the Faithful
Response: “Lord Hear our Prayer”
Congregational Reading of “Our Father”
Final Commendation 
Closing Hymn ........................................................“American Anthem”
Military Honors
Dismissal

Remembering Tom
 Thomas R. Peak, age 68 years, of Centertown, Mo., passed away 
May 29, 2020 at his home. 
 He was born on October 23, 1951 in Mexico, Mo., the son of John 
Paul and Doris Jean (Hagan) Peak.  He was married on April 25, 1992 
in Jefferson City, Mo. to Melinda Hecht who survives in the home. 
 A true patriot, Tom proudly served in the United States Marine 
Corps during the Vietnam conflict and later enlisted in the Unites 
States Army National Guard and served in Desert Storm. It was during 
his military service that Tom began an ongoing letter correspondence 
with a young lady. When he returned home, those letters turned to 
phone calls, a date and eventually an over 30-year love story with his 
wife, Melinda. 
 Tom’s passion in life was his dogs. He owned String Creek Gamebird 
Farms and was dedicated to training his prized bird dogs. He liked 
them even more than people, and operated under the motto “I don’t 
eat before all my animals are fed”. 
 He was a proud member and supporter of Hunting for Heroes and 
Missouri Disabled Sportsmen. 
 Tom was an honorable man. He was fiercely loyal, dedicated to 
his family and friends and was incredibly intelligent. Some would be 
surprised to know how smart and eloquent he truly was, because in 
general he stayed relatively quiet and kept to himself. He enjoyed his 
privacy, thrived in solitude and greeted most days sharing a cup of 
coffee with the sunrise. Tom was punctual, reliable, and giving. He 
took advantage of any opportunity to help someone else and serve 
his fellow man. Tom was most known among his family and close 
friends as the jokester. He had a dry sense of humor and loved to play 
practical jokes. He was happy and truly enjoyed life by trying not to 
take himself too seriously.
 Survivors include: his wife, Melinda Peak, of Centertown, Mo.; 
two brothers, John Peak (wife Star) of Anaheim, California and Gary 
Peak (wife Brenda) of Mexico, Mo.; one brother-in-law, Bill Hecht 
(Sandy) of Lenexa, Ks.; his mother-in-law, Mary June Hecht of Tipton, 
Mo.; seven nieces and nephews, Michelle, Kimberly, Lindsay, Chris, 
Jennifer, Rob and Will; and many great nieces and great nephews. 


