O, Dolores

Her name was Dolores. Which ix Spanish weans Sorrow or pain,” What a way to start your lfe. Yot when pegple called out her
nane it was often preceded by, o, " As in, Oh, Dolores.” #nd it was wsually after she had spoken to then fivst; Think about it -
foow many Uines did Jou $ay, oh nom, ok mon-wom, oh Aunt Dotores, o Dobores, You didl do 7t didn ¢ i 7 s w&zf [ did it too,

She was born ito a famity of musicians, i South Filly, PA S5, it i 1o wonder that she fell in tve and married the musician newt door
abso fnown as 44540/% M. At Tony, Dad and /Do/a-Pﬂ/, 7k éaaz/, marrred on &/zt 75" é, 7957 and bater had three aéug;/éfaf@ Y named
Arthony prior to thei= bixths, Fud we are grateful we were 1ot named Antonts, Artoinette, o Tont with an 77 By the tine ( was born
i 71956 we were /ﬂ/iy ix Swarthmore, FA

We had two dogs. e was named Seottie because he was a Seottich Terrior and none of as coll agree on a xame, so we Kept calllyg hin
soottie dog and it stuck, [ bugged my mother relontlessly to get a dog.  She ol we [ would even fotlow her into the bathrom. Che
summer nght dad came G0 me and asked /['f ( wanted to 0 Co the pet store and look, / e had done Chis /efw‘e, 5o ( toad no M/@ab‘«f/o/ns’/ #e
sad] ask mom /f she wants to come too, [ lhed the Seottic and the Carin torricr. Mom said the Carir is 250 and the Szattie ds 200,00,
[ did ?wy/«e, / 9ot a doy, Ad [ /m}g;/y 100k care af hin, But she fea/ lim. Aud 50, he boved her more., 72&} 900 1hlo arguments. He
lied to bark, Ard [f she yelled at hin, he would bark more. Ard ke was abiays jumping on the couch and lagying on her pitbows, Bay she
ditn t e that either, My favorite story is oe [ came gpon when [ retuned from sehool, She was in her bedwoom, ironing (she was
aluways ironing, ) and havig a conversation with someone - [ dity ¢ fnow who,

Mon was «ma//y i the Kitohen m}é)g;/ dinner aromnd 5:00 which is when she fa/ ki, But Jou know how we have a/a‘y/@'a/éf savings and
standard tine every year 7 Weld ga/am/(t/ , we had switeched back to standard tine withoat /}rfo/‘m}(} owr dog 5o when she wasq ¢ in the
Kitehen at 5:00 his line, he woald burst into her bedioom and tell her she was late for his dimer. The conversation [ verheard was her
calming explaiing to tin that it was only #:00 P because of standard tine and ke noeded to come back i an hour

Wik was ou second dog. ( got hin for mom and Burb after [ moved to LA, Niki was a Westie. She yellod at ik a lot and he rover
lstened ts her. Barb wold repeat what mom sail ix @ calhe voice and ke wodll inmedintely comply. towever, life Seottie, she fed hin. e
lied to lay on dad s lop when he sat i the tuge chaiv. Mom wodld say, Pt divner” and Nk would jump off ded s lap and run into the
Kitehen, When dad dity ¢ inmediately foltow, he woulll run back ito the liing room to tell hin dinner was ready i case he didh t hear mom
ca //@} ki,



There was an andertininy rate at ow house, Do not tall to mom wntil she has had a cap of coffee. (¢ was a rabe one dared not break, S
[ shold not have been surprised when [ called her on June 72,2020 at 5:45 pmc LST and when she answered the phone sai 7 an going
dounstaivs [ with call you back after [ have had a cap of cofffee” Furthermore, on [uesday morning July 74% the day after she had the
aortic dissection that woldl «linately take her lfe, she asked the nurse for a cap of coffee.

fley, have you ever had @ conversation with Dobores that die t ivvolie food? Maybe it s the lallan i her, [ don ¢ fnow but [ can tell you
that ths gene was not passed o to we. Mo how was your dootor s visit, Ok fie, we stopped at Parera’s on the way home, [ had the
soup and @ hallf sandiwich, She went with my father on a business trp to Mewico, (hard to bellove, but she really did) Mom, how was yowr
flpht? They served us a great meal on the plare. ” So, mom, did you see the ancient ruins white ix Mexico, Yes, they were beautiful,
We were sitting at a restawrant deicking Mo/ Tais and we coldl see then i the distance. ” When it came to food she lifed to be prepared]
50 wnenpected company really tapped ito her anuicty, What was anazing was how she woddl sweak dad out to get coll cuts and pastrios and
have a fulll buffert on the table i tess than 30 minates. We have exouph food i the basement forr COVID -19 to last wother 72 monthe
withot havigg G loave the house. Serinsty thougph she was a great cook, We witl all miss her devited eggs, her coffee cakle and her
famous ived tea, Ard the meatballe woll sinmer in gravy — not sauce! The fist tine she came to visit we ix LA [ heard her sorean from
the Kitohen, [ ran back o fher ~ [ thoght maybe she was sturtted by a mouse or a spiter. o, it was a jar of Frego, She threw it ot
She nay have put on //Me&’ lf/}m‘, / used to M/r(/%v}( about her aoﬂé}r;/ wtil [ went to ?@/‘myy fa/‘ a week, When [ retwned [ said [
would never M/r(/%v}( about her fm/ agark, 1t was never a &/Za«ét lo her amg/}(// skithe, [ Sus ditn t e a/(ffé/)y norith of meat and
potatoes, Oroe she notized that [ was very content G eat by bread and drink water She toll me that mipht bode welll for me i ny
fat‘«/‘e, Mo coidd be so /m}r;/ and sarcastic at the same tine, (¢ was one af her }/ﬁs’,

Dil you ever get whiplush following Dotores train of thought as she started one subject, segued lo four others before retuning to her
orginal thoght? Do you remember- how much you egjoyed her change of tenor and anination as she was tathing ~ and how she started
%MJM/}(// at her own words /al{w‘e she even f/)m's’éeo/ the story 7 She never had to et a /’0&, She was mlfw&a/(y lfu/{/y. The fcw/éz/
expressins alome were pricetoss, She was a great conversatinadist because she Kept ap on local and worlll new, extertainment, fashion and
especially weather, She possessed the wit and wisdom of Lrma Bombeok, the Rnowhow of hixts from toloise, the compassion and caring of
Dear ﬂﬁ% wd the cookiny and decorating skithe of Martha Stewart. We with miss hearing her voce most of all

Dobores had a%my&' been worried aboul her f///m Obsessed s /l‘ﬂ/d/{% more acourate. [ remember her a/p/}(;« ewerorses with Jaok La
Laive on tv when [ was Joug. She /m;/éb‘ every exercise tool fﬁm Suzanne Sommers 6%4,% naster to a treadmitl T here was an exercise
bike, Jump rope, streleh bands and a min/ ff«//{/ﬂ/?)(e, Ard féey were all used M/{&/&’f@/{&‘é abnost never.  But Hou know she a/myd’ lpoked
good, She knew how to dress ard make it work, tor style was both otassic wnd sheik, A piece of jeweliy here, maybe a soarf Dont
forget the shoes, She had shoes for every vccasion. The haiw was coffed and the makeap ftawtess. She oluined to have played volloybatl]
baskethall] and softhall i high sohoof. [ was not aware of this. However, once when she was visiting me i termosa Beack, we passed a
beach volleyball net and she informed e she was a good volloybatl player i high school, [ think [ may have asked her what day that was.

Mo made sure we /&/t up on our sehootwork, She monitored /ée///?//'w(, 5(;/7&%, J;ﬁe//?}(/g é/&’fo/y and /‘ea%}(/, Ded didl the math and seience
wd geography. Mom did wot e math, She ased ts joke with her grandsoms that advanced math was worthless bocause you were rever going
to ase it in real ffe. [ bluved her for this for as you may fnow [ an ot a math person. But take her to a store ard watoh what happers,
She coull cabeutite the disoount and add the tay faster than the cash register. Ad cowpons ~ one shold never loave the house without
coupons, [ once asked her for conpons for Bed| Buth, and Beyond,  They dated back to 7997, Fud Kokl s cash - that wodld get her out
of the house. Thex there is the extra care CUS card” She sent Janet on many trps for those discounts. She ased to get this



entertaiment book of cowpons which had ' just about everything. ’50”/&;(% miniature gollf wait [ have coupons. Flzza - don ¢ forget the
cowpon, " Ayone need an oif change, going on a oruise, car rental - let me give you a cogpon” [ ased to work as a satesperson at Strawbridpe
and Clothier - it was e /%a{/w/ for those of you wnder #0) She toved to shap there because of my 20% discount,  She would wablz her
way Uhrough the departments putting items on hotl for her dasghler to pick ap later. Fhd she bought great gifts, She ivested a lot of
tine pickiny ot the perfect gifts for you, She lwed presents to, Gliing and receiving, She wold make a by deal out of any gift she
received especielly [f it was from her husbnd] chillren wnd especilly her grandehiliren. She was a master otass of gratitude and
appreciation,

She was a great mon U her three dughters. Ou home was fitled with ganes, toys, books, thve, wnd lusghter,  There was ablivays masie,

1¢ started with a rads, ther a stereo ard later cable tv music chamnels, then cane the (Fad and finally the amazon echo, She made her oun
plagllist with sonps from her brather Chartle, Frank Siatra, Andrea Bocetl], and Lowe Frina among others, She sometines callod Ftors,

ELina or Huzel and got frustrated when she dith ¢ axswer. She aléo called apple & Sivi, Suri. [ set ap Sirr on her new (Fed and toll her
she colll ask her anything. S, mom said to Si foow ofd am (7" ﬂrfy bad) Hor second atlempt was a wath problem which Si< correctly
sotved Mo encowaped owe ventures ito the arts, Hor oty flaw was that she wanted everyone - and [ mean everyone to loarn the piano,

Janet obllped, [ ted to sing and took sp the guitar and deuns, Burb made her own music and she is qute the visua artist. ter boautiful
pantings éa/(/ on Che /?'w)(// room walll [ /M/}rb‘a/ on the wall once, but mom sorubbed it aff and /M/&’éea/ ne. Oh welll The tv was the /9'@
Source af entertunment at home, [ sat oloset to the tv, so [ was the Mﬂff/w&/ remate antil someone invented it Mo bved to.  From news
lo talk shows, soap qperas to prine line - ard ot s wot forget Uhe tonjpht show with jokmy Carson.” Ok any of the other late-nipht
shows,  She was very exerted to wateh awards shows and eritigue what the stars were wearing, She was fw(wa/ ﬁ"aa;a/ta/ e /9'@}@&5 fa/( and
was wad that cond-79 forced the show ito reruns. We ol toved to watoh tv with her. She and Junet lied the awards shows, and Barb
enjoyed watohing Carol Bunett and Lucy with her, but [ got the best rewwrd, She ard [ wodl wateh The Ld Sillvan Show every
Sunday. [t wasn ¢ my favorite, but she exjoyed variely shows. [t was bocause of this that [ witnessed kistory. The first Beattos qppearance
in Anerica, As well as the other 8 tines they were guests on the show, [hanks, mon - that was a bp one, Mom loarned guickly how ts
wse the DYR and aften taped shows about rews, medeine, and talent shows she thoapht might be of interest to us. Her frous was never
m{{-&eﬂfe/‘m/ - /¢ was d%f/ﬁdl&f about féaf/}y,

Dolores was fnown €2 be late faﬁ every ever, Lven the ones that were on the same date every year., But what an entrance she made,
ﬁ/mﬂw /}r(/waa/(y dressed and the m&;’o was /watf, She Ut ap the room and was aﬂuzy& the lffe of the party. Don t see her? Just
foltw the tughter, What great tines we had with ow aunts, wotes, cousivs, and grandparents prowisy 4,

Thanks to Burb and Pote the grandsons finally arrived, [hey were the lpht of her ffe, She had endearing nicknanes for them - this
one and the other one, and the bp one and the Uittle one. ” But she was mom-nom - her favorite xame, She showered them with food] and
2ifts, and toys and food, Dl [ mention food? They loed Mike & Mhes” candy s she atuways had then on hand, and she tid then ol over
the house,  She was so proud of them, Jacob, the oldest is very into music and she liked to say that ke has the ﬂmeﬁ&’o/ Verturo geres.

e sings, plays guitar, and writes his oun muste, te poste wideas ox you tube and tio=tok,  When he posted his first video, he called me
wd sail], Val] [ abveady have 38 views,” [ suil dude, that s your grandnother. " She played them over wnd over. Ard he gets bonus
points because he books just tike tis pop-pap.  Ben i two years youger and is her favorite grandson according to hin. They do have a
speciel connection, tor name je Wewa, " They wodl sit i the breakfast room and take tuwrns playing theiw favorite sonps for e wnother.

They woll sig, sway and dance to the musie. Ben loarned the bou step from her.  They were reletless i their teasing of one another.

For a white ke called her, ol tady” because it abiways got a reaction from her. Orce when he was aroud sever, ke, mom ard [ were



having dinner and ke loaned over to me and said] coudl you ot the ol lady to sty tallling white [ an eating, " Fnd off they were to soe
who woll break ot baughing finst. - it was abways her.

As you ol fonow, mom endured mack paic in her 90 years, [t was physical ad wyieliing. ¢ was as [ pai sught her out,  Five of us
went o Las Vegas for a weekend wnd she got Shixgles, There were fnee reptacements and a stroke, nd so many other physical witnents
loo nmerous b0 mention,  She has suffered from deprossion sivce her Uhirtios, That was the hardest, [t doosu t go awsy. You just try to
oqpe with it Why an [ telling you this? Because [ want you to kaow how strony and brave, she was, Most peaple colid not toterate a
guarter of what she went through But she fought through the paic every day of her lfe. Ard no, she ditn ¢ make it o every evert ix
yow e, but she tried, Fud that made her sad [ can el you that she was with you ix spirit.  She thought of you often and praged for
you. She abuways had her rosary beads with her, she never lhst faith in God wnd accepted these hardshps with grit and dotermination to
Keep smithg and thok forward b cach new day, She grieved the loss of many friends and retatives whon she loved so. She lost three of
her sisters at a youy age and her mother at 15, Of course, losing dad was the hardest, [ guarantee you she made a beetine o hin after
she passed bocause she wsed o sy wait titl [ gt a hotl of your father... for breaking a prowise, she made hin say when they got marriod
- which was that she wolll die before hin. [t was the by promise he didh t Keep. [hey had such an ixcreditle, toving marrisge and he
thought she was the most beautifud and funiest woman he had ever met, Dad was a blucky man, irdoed, e abuays ased to say, ion ¢ your
mother /ea«b‘/fa/f o once sail that white /M/@}y at a /émy/‘gaé, She was not the &’«é/’e&f 0[{ the proture, She was @Zf lo the side ix
the /aw@fmm/, But te w(é// saw her. That & true love, /w//e,

tow ironic (¢ s that what took her from us was her heart. We ol krew her heart. [t cnveliped every me of us. ([t was the one organ
that stayed strong white the rest of her body stuly ud deliberately abadomed her. But it really isn t a sad endig after ol She was
ready 1o move on, She el relleved when the doctor toll her her Ufe s jowrney was ending,  She was even granted a little extra tine to
say goodbye, She toll us she lved us, was proud of as and that she had a good fife, Ard the lughs Rept coming.  The day before she
/aa‘s"s’ea/ the éo‘s;a/ae narse and aé@aﬂw came fa/‘ a visit, Janet, Bard, and [ were there too, The aéc;ﬂ%o( commented, 7t looks e a Pty
in here” to which mom 7«//‘0/%{ }eaé, a goig awdy party, i

Mom wanted as to telV ol af you b ff’fay éea/b%y wd be é@é/y ”
wrtten /’ Vaborte M lrverso
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